
FACITS 
 

A Tool for Youth Development 
 
 
General Information 
 
The Family and Community Indicator Tracking System (FACITS) is a web-based 
application that provides county-level data to the public in a searchable format.  The 
database contains approximately 120 indicators arranged in 10 categories:  Birth & 
Infant Indicators; Chronic Disease Indicators; Community Profile Indicators; 
Community Safety Indicators; Environmental/Occupational/Injury Control Indicators; 
General Health and Sentinel Events Indicators; High Risk Behavioral Indicators; 
Infectious Disease Indicators; Mental Health Indicators; and Youth Assets Indicators. 
 
Most of the data are available by age, gender, race, and ethnicity.  The user can 
select individual county data or can customize geographic regions by selecting 
multiple counties.  State data results are always displayed for comparison.  
Summary tables are available for each indicator, if selected. 
 
Currently data are available for 1999, 2000, and 2001.  The user may select a single 
year or multiple years.  Additional years will be added as the data become available. 
 
Within these general parameters, there are some limitations, based upon specific 
indicators.  Some indicators cannot be aggregated by year or by region because of 
the way the data are available.  Messages will appear for these indicators.   
 
The site is maintained by the Iowa Department of Public Health.  Several state 
agencies cooperate through the provision of data, including IDPH; the Division of 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning, Department of Human Rights; Department 
of Human Services; Department of Public Safety; the State Data Center; and the 
Department of Education. 
 
 
Youth Development 
 
The Division of Criminal and Juvenile Justice Planning has partnered with IDPH in 
the development and deployment of FACITS in order to make data needed by 
community planning groups available in an easily accessible format.  The indicators 
selected for inclusion in FACITS are grounded in the basic requirements of several 
local planning efforts, including youth development and juvenile delinquency 
prevention/sanctions, Empowerment, substance abuse prevention, general health, 
and community health planning.  It is the hope that local planning groups, including 
decategorization planning teams, Empowerment boards, and school-based 
programs will use FACITS as a first step in data gathering and analysis. 
 



The youth development approach to community planning has been based upon the 
development of 5 major results areas.  These results areas are 

 Families are secure and supportive 
 Schools and communities are safe and supportive 
 Youth are engaged in and contribute to community 
 Youth are healthy and socially competent 
 Youth are successful in school and prepared for a productive adulthood 

These results areas form the basis for the Youth Development Framework, an 
organizing template for youth development planning and program evaluation. 
 
FACITS has organized the indicator categories to reflect the major users of the 
system, one of which is Youth Development.  If one selects “Youth Development,” 
the system will return 7 categories of indicators for selection.  Below is a list of these 
categories, the main topic areas covered in each category, and which results areas 
are covered within the category.   
 
 Birth and Infant Indicators.  This category includes data on birth rates 
(including teen birth rates), infant mortality, out-of-wedlock births, and Medicaid 
births.  All data are available by age, race, and ethnicity.  The results area for this 
category is “Youth are Healthy.” 
 
 Community Profile Indicators.  This category includes data on population 
distributions, poverty, divorce, housing, economic support use (food stamps, FIP, 
Medicaid), voting, and school drop-outs.  Some of the data are available by age, 
gender, race and ethnicity, while data from the U.S. Census are more limited in 
choice.  This category has indicators for use in several results areas:  Families are 
Secure; Youth are Engaged; and Youth are Successful in School. 
 
 Community Safety Indicators.  The data in this category cover arrests for 
domestic abuse, driving under the influence, narcotics, juvenile crimes, etc.  Child 
abuse and deaths from homicides and alcohol-related traffic incidents are also in this 
category.  Most of the indicators are available by gender, race and ethnicity.  Several 
are specific to juveniles.  “Families are secure,” “Schools and communities are safe,” 
and “Youth are healthy” are the results areas covered here. 
 
 General Health and Sentinel Event Indicators.  These are general health 
indicators, including immunizations, leading causes of mortality, and hospitalization 
rates for selected conditions.  “Youth are healthy” indicators can be found here. 
 
 High Risk Behavioral Indicators.  The indicators in this category deal with 
behaviors that are considered to be risky, such as alcohol, tobacco and drug use, 
and obesity.  Usage and hospitalization numbers are included.  “Youth are healthy” 
and “Families are secure” measures can be found in this category. 
 
 Mental Health Indicators.  Hospitalization for psychoses, suicide deaths, and 
youth suicide attempts are included in this category.  The data are available by age, 
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race, gender and ethnicity, except for youth suicide attempts.  The results area 
characterized by these indicators is “Youth are healthy.” 
 
 Youth Assets Indicators.  All of the data in this category are from the Iowa 
Youth Survey, and are available by gender and grade.  All five (5) results areas are 
covered within this category. 
 
 
Applications 
 
The data that were selected to be included in FACITS were chosen based upon 
a number of criteria.  Their primary purpose is to serve as community planning 
data.  Each data element is displayed for both the chosen geographic unit 
(county or region) and the State, allowing the user to identify variations from the 
State “average.”  Significant variations could suggest areas where the community 
may want to focus attention in developing programs or directing resources, or 
where things are going well and can be maintained. 
 
This approach is based upon identifying community needs.  The data in this 
instance are to be considered “indicators” of potential problems or needs, or 
“indicators” of areas of strength.  Indicators are pointers toward areas that need 
further investigation.  Planning groups will need to gather additional, local 
information to determine the specific underlying causes of problems or 
successes. 
 
FACITS data can also be used to benchmark and evaluate local initiatives.  For 
example, agencies contracting with CJJP are required to report local program 
data in the Results Matrix.  FACITS data can provide the benchmark to measure 
local program progress.  For instance, a drop-out prevention program can 
compare the drop-out rate of its participants against the county drop-out rate to 
determine if the program is successful.  This approach can be used by any 
program that includes FACITS data in evaluation efforts. 
 
Because FACITS data are generally available by age, gender, race and ethnicity, 
agencies can use the information to identify areas where there are differences in 
gender or minority circumstances.  This may be helpful in determining gender-
specific programming needs, or identify areas that could lead to reductions in 
disproportionate minority confinement. 
 
 
Tips 

FACITS is easy to navigate and use.  It was designed for use with Netscape 6 or 
Internet Explorer 4, or above.  FACITS makes use of both ActiveX technology 
and Netscape Plug-In technology.  Browsers other than Netscape or Internet 
Explorer will not be able to make use of these features. 

 3



When pages are viewed with Internet Explorer 4 or higher, the tree view 
navigation is an ActiveX control. In order to allow your browser to make use of 
this control, you must have version 4 or higher and your security setting must be 
set to allow ActiveX Controls to be downloaded and run. If your security settings 
prohibit this or you are using an older version, you may need to alter your 
security settings or you may return to the first page and use the low graphics 
pages instead.   

When pages are viewed in Netscape 6.0 or higher, the tree view navigation is in 
the form of a plug-in.  The first time you visit FACITS, you may need to download 
and install the plug-in. If you are unable to install the plug-in, you may return to 
the first page and use the low graphics pages instead. 

For addition information, please use the “tips and hints” provided within the 
FACITS site.  You will find these under “Miscellaneous Information.” 
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The basic navigation from the main pages is based upon a tree structure that is 
familiar to Windows users.  The following screens show the main screens you will 
encounter as you work through FACITS. 
 
 

 
 
This is the second page of the site.  You will reach this screen by selecting “Main 
Pages” on opening the site.  You will either select one county or multiple 
counties, one year or multiple years.  To select counties, you highlight the county 
and click on the arrow button.  To select multiple counties, you select each 
county desired, adding it to the list on the right.  Years are selected from the drop 
down box.  It is important to remember that the data displayed for multiple 
counties are the total and calculated rate for all the counties selected.  Multiple 
year data are the average for the number of years selected. 
 
When done, click “Next.” 
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The drop down box displayed here shows the groupings for users.  You may 
select one of these groupings, or continue with “All.”  “All” is the default selection.  
The following screens are based upon the selection “Youth Development.” 
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To expand the indicators listing, click squarely on the plus sign off to the left of 
the folder.  This is necessary for each step when you are expanding the tree 
structure to identify additional detail.  This example has expanded the indicators 
to the first category level. 
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Here the tree has expanded the category “High-Risk Behavioral Indicators”, and 
the individual indicator “Youth Tobacco Use.”  To select a report, you will click 
squarely on the title. 
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This example displayed the Summary report for Youth Tobacco Use.  If you want 
to print a report, use the “Print” link at the top right of the report screen. 
 
Most users will not want to print large sections of the data in FACITS.  However, 
tables can be copied and pasted into both Word and Excel easily.  The table can 
be highlighted, then copied and pasted into the target application.  Formatting is 
not lost when pasting into Word; it will appear exactly as it does on the FACITS 
screen. 
 
When pasting into a spreadsheet, it is important to be aware that the table will 
come in as text, with “hidden” spaces used to format the screen shots.  If the 
user wants to manipulate the data in a spreadsheet, it will be necessary to 
change the “numbers” from text to numbers and to delete the formatting spaces. 
 
Individual values can also be copied and pasted.  It is not necessary to copy the 
entire table if only one or two of the values are desired.  In this case, the values 
go into spreadsheets without needing additional formatting changes. 
 
We hope that FACITS proves useful to you.  Please keep us informed of data 
needs by contacting CJJP staff.  If you have additional questions, also please 
feel free to contact us. 
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